154            THE AERIAL AGE
have been finished the first summer if I had not, in hopes of being able to complete it and get the airship inflated and tested, taken the responsibility of reducing the number of arches from nine to five. This weakened the structure, and got us into trouble the following summer, but at the time it seemed to be the only thing to do.
When all our work was finished we had a living house, a well-equipped machine shop, a balloon house, a hydrogen gas apparatus., a boiler house, a pumping house, and. had upon the ground nearly two hundred tons of gas-making material. The London Illustrated News called it "Mr. Wellman's scientific village in the Arctics." Such it was, but unfortunately the summer was at an end, and it was impracticable to go on with the real work in view, which of course was inflation of the America, as our airship was named, and a voyage in her through the air. Though we had struggled with all our strength to get results this first summer, and were unable simply because of the magnitude of the operation and the short season in which the work could be carried on, in some way an impression was spread by the yellow journals that we were purposely delaying the voyage which we had come up here to make!
While waiting in the vain hope that the balloon house might be completed I had put the me-